Care and Feeding of Puppets

These puppets are the tools of your ministry.  The proper care of them is vital to this mission trip and to the continuing ministry of the puppets.  Make it each of your responsibilities to ensure that all puppets and the gear is properly cared for and accounted for.  The areas you will be ministering at are dry and dusty so extra care is required to protect the puppets and stages.  

At each performance:  

· Puppets should not be placed on the ground or anywhere that dust and dirt can get on them.

· Keep all puppets in their totes except when in use.

· Always wear white gloves when using the puppets.  Sweat & oil from your hands can damage the foam inside, and the gloves offer some protection.

· Do not take puppets out front where the children can touch or play with them.  Puppets can not be washed so dirty or sticky fingers are a real danger.

· Do not leave puppets unattended.  Someone must stay with them at all times. (They get lonely and may walk off)

· Try to keep the stage curtain off the ground and as clean as possible.  

· Dust off the kneeling pads before putting them away.  Let’s try not to bring home too much Honduran dust in the tote, please!

· Put everything away in its appropriate bag or container.  Everything is labeled.  If it is neatly put away each time, it will be easy to get everything set up quickly for the next performance.
After each performance:

· All puppets & gear should be returned to the church office.

· If you can put them in a lockable office, take all puppets out of the totes, lay them out to let them air out. 

· Lay the white gloves out each night to dry.

· There is a picture inventory of all the puppets and gear (several copies).  Use this inventory to keep track of the puppets and gear.

Take care of yourselves.  The puppets are nothing without you.  Keep yourselves well hydrated and protected from the sun.  The heat can be deceptive.  Rest when you need to.  Most of all keep yourselves prayed up and focused on why you are there.  Sharing the message of God’s love with these children will be a wonderful experience.  Enjoy the challenges and be flexible.

There are many people at home praying for each of you.  May God keep your minds clear, your arms strong, and smiles on your faces.

